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TRITON TESTING CENTER – AP&M 
Computer Based Testing Facility (CBTF) 

PrairieLearn: Test Creation [July 2025] 
Please follow these instructions to create a test in PrairieLearn using unique question 

identifiers [Question Identifier (QID)] to link questions already developed in the system.  

Creating a New Test  

o First, sign into PrairieLearn, open your course page, and then select your course. 

 

o Select the course instance where you would like to create the test, making sure that the 

access dates are set correctly.  

 

https://us.prairielearn.com/pl
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o Click the “Assessments” tab on the lower left of the screen, then “+ Add assessment” 

  

o Next, create a title and a unique assessment identifier. The Assessment Identifier (AID) should 

be unique and recognizable for future use. The AID must have no spaces and only use letters, 

numbers, dashes, and underscores (e.g. “MOD2-business-principles” or “WPP_AY25-26”). 

Choose “Exam” for both the Type & the Set, and then click create.  

 

o Then, click the “Files” tab at the top of the screen, and select the “Edit” button next to the 

“infoAssessment.json” file.  
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o To create the assessment, we need to add information inside the brackets of two 

sections. “zones": [] sets the permissions that connect the questions to the test and 

“allowAccess": [] sets the permissions that allow students to access the test such as 

connecting the test to the CBTF through PrairieTest.  

 

 

Zone Settings 

“zones": []: Groups of questions within the test. Students will see questions in a randomized 

order within each zone, but the zones always appear in the same order, and questions are not 

randomized across zones. Detailed information about zones can be found here in the PrairieLearn 

documentation. 

Each zone will be designated by brackets { } and can be modified in many ways to fit 

the needs of your test. This example has a title (optional), a comment (optional), and the 

question identification section with 2 auto-graded questions. The “firstQuestion” will 

have 5 attempts worth [5, 3, 1, 0.5, 0.25] “autoPoints”, and “anotherQuestion” has only 

one attempt that is worth [5] “autoPoints”. To add multiple attempts to a question, simply 

add in the points for each attempt separated by commas. To simulate unlimited attempts 

with full points for a correct answer the code could be set as [10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 

10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, 10, etc…].  

 

Helpful Tip: It is important to separate multiple questions with a comma after the bracket.  

{ "id": "firstQuestion", "autoPoints": [5, 3, 1, 0.5, 0.25] }, 

https://prairielearn.readthedocs.io/en/latest/assessment/#question-specification
https://prairielearn.readthedocs.io/en/latest/assessment/#question-specification
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In the next example, a second zone has been added to the test. (Note: the comma that has 

been placed after the zone 1 bracket to separate it from the second zone). This zone will randomly 

choose a set number of manually graded questions from the list of “alternatives”.  

 

 

 

o First, organize the unique question identifiers [Question Identifier (QID)] into the desired 

question zones.  

 

o Then, connect the questions to the assessment by adding the following code inside the 

brackets to the right of “zones": []. Then click, “Save and sync” to add the question.  

{ 

     "questions": [   

                              {    "id": "Question1-ID_HERE", "autoPoints": [10] }, 

                              {    "id": "Question2-ID_HERE", " autoPoints": [10] }, 

                              {    "id": "Question3-ID_HERE", " autoPoints": [10] }, 

                              {    "id": "Question4-ID_HERE", " autoPoints": [10] } 

                         ] 

} 
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o  

o Click the “+ Add course instance” tab to create the course for the WWP. Create a long and 

short name for this course instance and then click create. Leave the “Make course instance 

available to students unchecked for now. 

      

o Click the “Questions” tab, and then “+ Add question”.  

   

o Starting from an empty question, create a title and a unique identifier for your question. The 

Question Identifier (QID) should be unique and recognizable to aid in assessment creation. 

The QID must have no spaces and only use letters, numbers, dashes, and underscores (e.g. 
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“MC-business-principles” or “WPP-website”).  

Then, press the “Create” button.  

 

o  

Access Settings 

“allowAccess": []: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

In this section, xxxxx Detailed information about other access rules can be found here in the 

PrairieLearn documentation. 

 

o Next, copy the text from the box below: (Helpful Keyboard Shortcuts: “ctrl+C” to copy) 

https://prairielearn.readthedocs.io/en/latest/accessControl/
https://prairielearn.readthedocs.io/en/latest/accessControl/
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<pl-question-panel> 
 
<p>  $\textbf{Instructions: }$ The WPP consists of five parts: You will first be asked 
to complete the Writing Background Reflection, which is a survey to help you reflect on 
your high school writing experience that you have done in English. Then you will be 
asked to write about two short readings—one chosen by the Analytical Writing Program 
and one chosen by your College Writing Program. After that, you will learn about the 
expectations of different writing courses, and you will declare and explain your 
placement preference. </p> 
   
   
<p> <b>Click the link below to start the process.</b> </p> 
 
  
</pl-question-panel> 
 
<pl-card header="$\textbf{Writing Placement Process: AY25-26}$" width="75%"> 
     
<pl-question-panel> 
     
<p>  <b> Click this link to begin the Writing Placement Process </b> </p>  
<p> <a href="https://ucsdttc.selfservice.vivantio.com/Account/LogIn">Visit UC San Diego 
Analytical Writing Program's Writing Placement Process Website</a>  </p>      
        
 
</pl-question-panel> 
  </pl-card> 

 

o Then paste into the code workspace: (Helpful Keyboard Shortcuts: “ctrl+V” to paste) 
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o Then click “Save and sync”  

 

o After saving, you should see a notification that the file was saved and synced successfully. 

Then, click the “Preview” tab to view the question.  
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Setting up & Editing the Test 

After creating the necessary, the test can be created to link to the testing center.  

o Click the “Assessments” tab on the lower left of the screen, then “+ Add assessment” 
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o Next, create a title and a unique assessment identifier. The Assessment Identifier (AID) should 

be unique and recognizable for future use. The AID must have no spaces and only use letters, 

numbers, dashes, and underscores (e.g. “MOD2-business-principles” or “WPP_AY25-26”). 

Choose “Exam” for both the Type & the Set, and then click create.  

 

o Then, click the “Files” tab at the top of the screen, and select the “Edit” button.  
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o To create the assessment, we need to add information inside the brackets of two 

sections. “allowAccess": [] “allowAccess” sets the permissions that connect the 

assessment to the CBTF through PrairieTest and “zones": [] sets the permissions that 

connect the question to the assessment. 

 

o First, connect the question to the assessment by adding the following code inside the brackets 

to the right of “zones": []. Then click, “Save and sync” to add the question.  

{"questions": [ {     "id": "WPP-website", "points": [10] } ]} 
 

 

o In a new browser tab, go to your course’s page on PrairieTest.  

https://us.prairietest.com/pt
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o Then from the Exam page, click the lick to the “UC San Diego Writing Placement Process”. 

 

o Next, click on the “Exam Settings” tab.  

 

o In the PrairieLearn access section, click the copy button to the right of the box of code.  

 
o Now go back to PrairieLearn and paste the code into the “allowAccess": [] of the 

assessment. Then click “Save and sync” to connect assessment to PrairieTest.  

https://us.prairietest.com/pt/course/9918/staff/exam/44105/
https://us.prairielearn.com/pl
https://us.prairietest.com/pt
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o Verify that the Test is linked to the center by revisiting PrairieTest and refreshing the “Exam 

Settings” page, in the PrairieLearn assessments section.   

https://us.prairietest.com/pt
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Common Issues & Tips for Success  

Small changes in the coding elements can cause issues and errors. Here are some common 

mistakes and tips for success.  

o If you mistakenly delete a part of a code, a red X icon will appear next to the line where the 

issue is. Hovering over the icon will provide information regarding the issue. In this example, I 

deleted the “>” character from the end of line 12. Because part of the closing tag is missing, 

the system is reading the error in line 13. Replacing the missing character will fix the problem. 

 

o Sometimes adding additional spaces or line breaks where you need to make changes can help 

visualize the different pieces of the code and help prevent accidental deletion of coding 

elements. For this example, I started a new line for each piece of information I modified for this 

question; this has no effect on the formatting or display of the student view of the question.  

 


	PrairieLearn: Test Creation [July 2025]
	Creating a New Test
	Zone Settings
	Access Settings
	Setting up & Editing the Test
	Common Issues & Tips for Success


